
Keynote Speaker: Dr. 
William Sedlacek 

Thank you to 
Simmons College 
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# of Attendees: 96 

# of Schools: 66 

# of States: 35 
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Speakers and Staff 
Nancy DeBasio Research College of Nursing 

Lisa Rosenberg Rush University 

Anita Hufft Texas Woman's University 

Chad Oppelt The College of St. Scholastica 

Joanne Davis University of Kentucky 

Leslie McKeon University of Memphis 
Erin Edwards University of Minnesota 

Dr. William Sedlacek Keynote, University of Maryland 

Caroline Allen American Association of Colleges of Nursing 

Matthew Harris American Association of Colleges of Nursing 

Robert Rosseter American Association of Colleges of Nursing 

Brianne Dupuis Liaison International 
Brittney Dunn Liaison International 
Christine "Chris" Ferraraccio Liaison International 
Hannah Hoban Liaison International 
Heather Hodgson Liaison International 
Hilda Mejia Abreu Liaison International 
Karen Jacobs Astle Liaison International 
Rebecca Barry Liaison International 
Robert Ruiz Liaison International 



Direct Applicants to Open Seats  

AACN data show that more than 

15,000 seats go unfilled in nursing 

schools, even though over 68,000 

qualified applicants are turned away  

 

Goal of 
NursingCAS 



Benefits to the 
Profession 

Enormous potential to produce powerful data that can 
positively impact the profession  

Provides an unduplicated head count of applicants – unique NursingCAS ID 
number assigned to each applicant 

Provides a vital resource for prospective students and applicants interested in 
the profession – single source of comprehensive admissions requirements 

Assists in developing workforce projections, admissions trends, and recruitment 
strategies 

Compiles accurate statistics; such as number of applicants and profile (age, 
ethnicity, gender, geographic, etc.) 

Helps promote and facilitate academic progress  



Partnership 

A Centralized Application Service for prospective 
students to research and apply to RN diploma, 
associate degree, baccalaureate, master’s, and 
doctoral programs at participating nursing schools 
nationwide using one, online application.  

Powerful Admissions Software for staff to manage 
and analyze their applicant pool. Schools can have 
an unlimited number of users with customized 
access. Ongoing training and support is provided. 

Integrated Administrative Services including the 
processing and management of transcripts, 
supporting materials, calculating GPAs, and providing 
applicant service and support.   



Major Enhancements: 

• Ability to customize admission 
requirements on a per program 
basis 

• School decides if coursework 
entry is required  

• Updated interface - streamlined 
data entry 

• More user friendly 

• ID number that follow applicants 

• Continuous application cycle 

• Detailed information for 
applicants 

Diverse Needs User Feedback 

Develop Flavors 

March 
NursingCAS 
Launches 

2010 

October  
NursingCAS 
3.0 Opens 

2014 

March 
NursingCAS 
Operating for 
5 years 

2015 

October   
Large Scale 
Adoption of 
NursingCAS 

2020 



Current “State” 



Applicant 
Profile 

Race & Ethnicity 

White 53% 

African American 10% 

Hispanic/Latino  15%  

Asian/Pacific Islander 13% 

Native American 0.5%  

Did Not Report  6% 

2 or More Races 3% 

85% female 15% male 

Median Age: 28 

Median Overall GPA: 3.3 
Top 20 States of Residence:  

TX, CA, FL, NE, NY, OK, NJ, WA, 

HI, MI, IL, OR, OH, PA, WI, TN, MO, 

VA, KS, MD 

Over 45,000 Applicants, 27% Applying to Multiple Programs 



Benefits to the 
Applicants 

A convenient and efficient process to apply to multiple schools 
using a single Web-based application 

A single online resource to research nursing program 
admissions requirements 

Eliminate the need and costs associated with duplicate 
application data and supporting materials 

Provide applicants with real-time status to check the receipt of 
their applications, transcripts, and letters of reference 

Robust application validation rules that reduce unintended 
applicant errors and omissions 



Completing the 
Application 

Centralized 

sections collect 

information 

common to all 

programs 

Programs can 

collect custom 

information and 

documents in this 

section 

Real-time 

notifications and 

online status 

check 



Discovering 
Programs of Interest 

 

Applicants can search for programs even 

before they start their application by visiting 

https://nursingcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-

ux/#/landingPagePrograms  

https://nursingcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/landingPagePrograms
https://nursingcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/landingPagePrograms
https://nursingcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/landingPagePrograms
https://nursingcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/landingPagePrograms


• Brand your page with an 
image and color scheme 

• Add descriptive and 
instructional text to guide 
applicants 

• Enter specific questions 
applicants must answer 

• Identify documents 
applicants must submit to 
your program 

• Set transcript and 
coursework entry 
requirements 

• Display prerequisite 
courses so applicants can 
self-identify which courses 
from their academic history 
meets your prerequisites 

For each program 
a school posts on 
NursingCAS you 
can customize: 









  Ex. Of Set-up Trends 

Program Type Official Transcripts Unofficial Transcripts No Transcripts 

Dual Degree Master's 

All Coursework 92% 0% 0% 

Prerequisites Only 8% 0% 0% 

None 0% 100% 0% 

Master's Entry  
All Coursework 60% 0% 0% 

Prerequisites Only 40% 0% 0% 

None 0% 0% 0% 

MN  
All Coursework 67% 0% 0% 

Prerequisites Only 0% 0% 0% 

None 33% 0% 0% 

MS 

All Coursework 28% 0% 0% 

Prerequisites Only 19% 0% 0% 

None 53% 0% 100% 

MSN 

All Coursework 53% 0% 0% 

Prerequisites Only 25% 61% 0% 

None 22% 39% 100% 

RN to MSN 

All Coursework 46% 0% 0% 

Prerequisites Only 5% 100% 0% 

None 49% 0% 100% 

Totals 92% 6% 2% 



Track Trends 

Track Frequency 

Nurse Practitioner - Family 201 

Administration (Executive, Leadership, Management, Healthcare Systems) 133 

Other 103 

Education/Educator 99 

Nurse Practitioner - Adult-Gerontology Primary Care 88 

Nurse Practitioner - Pediatric Primary Care 58 

Nurse Practitioner - Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 55 

Nurse Practitioner - Psychiatric-Mental Health 52 

Clinical Nurse Specialist - Adult-Gerontology 36 

Informatics 31 

Clinical Nurse Leader 28 

Nurse Practitioner - Pediatric Acute Care 24 

Nurse Practitioner - Neonatal 23 

Nurse Anesthesia 21 

School Nurse 18 

Nurse Midwifery 17 

Public Health 13 

Nurse Practitioner - Women's Health 11 

Forensic 9 

Clinical Nurse Specialist - Pediatric 7 

Combined or Dual Track Offered 6 

Health Policy 4 

Clinical Nurse Specialist - Neonatal 3 

Clinical Nurse Specialist - Women's Health 3 

Genetics 2 



10:30 – 10:45 AM – Break 

 

10:45 AM –Breakout Session – 

NursingCAS Best Practices 

 

Group 1 – stay in main room  

 

Groups 2 and 3 – proceed to E305 

 

*Your name badge should list your 

group number 

  

 

Programming Note 



Programming Note 

11:45 – 12:00 PM – Break 

 

12:00 PM Lunch (main room)  

 

Information from our partner, 

CertifiedBackground, please 

welcome Katie Giacalone 



1:45 – 2:00 PM – Break 

 

2:00 PM –Breakout Session – Managing the 

Admissions Process with WebAdMIT 

 

Group 1 – stay in main room  

 

Groups 2 - proceed to E305 

 

Group 3 – proceed to C311 

 

*Your name badge should list your group number 

  

 

Programming Note 



  

 

Thank You for    
Joining Us Today 

Options:  

- Board Shuttle for dropoff at the Hilton Boston 

Back Bay hotel  

- Stay for Additional Training from 4:15 – 6:00 PM 

 

- Tomorrow, the shuttle will depart the Hilton at 8:00 

AM again – please be in the lobby beforehand 

- If you didn’t get a parking garage exit ticket yet, 

please see me  

Enjoy your Evening! 


